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If you don’t know it’s RARSfest time, then 
you’ve been out of the country for a few months! 
Once again it’s springtime (contrary to what the 
weather has been) and time for our favorite event of 
the year. If you haven’t signed up to help out please 
do so now. As those of you that attended the March 
— meeting remember, it takes 250 volunteers to fili all 
the slots. The club has 350 members. That means 
YOU are very important to making this hamfest a 
success. Here is a list of committee chairs. Make 
their day and give them a call NOW! 


Talk-In: 
RARS Table: 
Security: 
Setup: 
Social: 
Social: 
Stage: 
Ticket Sales: 
Tear Down: 


David Fix N4YTO, 773-1437 

Max Bloodworth KO4TV, 787-0758 
Mike Milan KE40OQO, 469-2171 
Doug Sweet AD4UL, 481-1102 

Pat Fix KE4FCJ, 773-1437 

Bobbie Wittich KD4ZVW, 362-9456 
Gary Pearce KN4AQ, 380-9944 

Al Cooke KE4IUK, 787-3823 

Dave Thomas K4SAN, 772-6338 


Full details on the hamfest are on page 6. Look 


forward to seeing you at the ‘fest on April 14th! 
Cyndi, KD4ACW 


HELP NEEDED FOR 
RARSFEST SOCIAL: 


details on page 7 


Public Service Events 


Punxsutawney Phil did not see his shadow 
this year and as I sit here typing this schedule, it is cold 
cutside, my daffodils got wiped out and the pear tree § 
blossoms didn’t make it, but that’s OK. I am still 
chomping at the bit to get the 1996 Public Service 
activity underway. 

As usual I will need plenty of help this year 
to give the groups we work with the best communi- 
cations help this side of the Mississippi. I would 
especially like to see some of the new hams get 
involved and see what it is all about. I have listed the 
events that I am aware of so far this year. 


March 30,31 
April 13 
April 14 
April 27 


Orienteering Meet, Umstead Park 
MS Society Walk, Umstead Park & RTP 
MS SocietyWalk , Raleigh & Chapel Hill 
March of Dimes Walk, Durham, 

RTP, and Raleigh 
March of Dimes Walk, Chapel Hill 
continued on page I1 


APRIL RARS MEETING: 
SKYWARN TRAINING 
Meeting starts at 7 PM 


May 4 


Details on page 7 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS), founded 
in 1969, has grown to be one of the premier radio clubs in North 
Carolina. Current membership is approximately 400. 

The objectives of the club are to promote world wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio 
communication in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique, and to assist in obtaining 
Amateur Radio licenses. 

All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or 
not, are eligible to apply for membership to the club. 

Dues to the club are $18.00 per year (which runs from July | to 
June 30). Applications for membership may be obtained from any of 
the officers named below; from the newsletter editor, named on the 
facing column; or at any RARS Meeting. 

Club meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month, 7:30 PM, 
at Forest Hills Baptist Church, on the corner of Clark Avenue and Dixie 
Trail, just offof Hillsborough Street. 

In addition to the many social and special events, the club 
sponsors a 2 m repeater, W4DW, on 146.04/64 MHz. The club also 
sponsors repeaters on 223.04 / 224.64 MHz, 449.5 / 444.5 MHz, 
449.95 / 445.95 MHz and a packet cluster node on 147.57 MHz. All 
repeaters cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake County 
area. The auto-patch on W4DW is now no longer closed and is open 
to all duly licensed amateurs. 

1996 Officers: 
President: Cyndi Wood, KD4ACW 
116 Waterfall Court 
Cary, NC 27511 
380-7286 
snockw@vms.sas.com 
Vice President Bruce Buck KC4UQN 
305 Hillstone Drive, Raleigh, NC 27615 
848-4538 


Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way, Cary, NC 27511 
362-9456 


Secretary: 


Treasurer: Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court, Raleigh, NC 27615 


847-4641 


The EXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society, and is mailed at no cost to its members. 

Letters to the Editor, technical articles, items of interest to the 
ham community and guest editorials are actively solicited. 

Any article published in the EXCITER does not necessarily 
represent the views of, the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or 
Society Membership, nor does publication thereof represent concur- . 
rence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society member- 
ship with the contents of the article. 

Articles will be printed at the discretion of the Editor, and no 
article will be published unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of the 
person(s) submitting the article. 

All copy must be in the hands of the editor by the end of the Board 
of Director’s meeting on the third Tuesday of each month. Articles 
submitted for publication may be hand or type written, an ASCII file on 
disk transmitted electronically via telephone modem, or on the ham bands 
using PACKET. 

Ham related items for sale by the members will be advertised 
without charge for one issue, but may be re-submitted as often as 
desired. These ads must be non-commercial in nature. 

Commercial ads will be run in return for the following donations 
to the club: 


Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $75.00 
Quarter Page $11.25 $112.50 
Third Page $15.00 $150.00 
Half Page $22.50 $225.00 
Full Page $50.00 N/A 


(Commercial ads must be of “camera-ready quality,” and obvi- 
ously can not be sent via ham bands.) Due to the reprographic process 
used, no color copy can be accepted. 

Mailing List: Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 


1996 Editor: 


Curt Phillips, KD4YU 
6200 Vicky Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
772-0207 
cphillips@interpath.com 
CompuServe:73167,2050 


ee ee oe 
oo PRESIDENT'S 
Corner 


Greetings again to all once again! 

I had a great time handing out Awards at the 
March Meeting. I hope everyone enjoyed the ice cream, 
cake and entertainment. Here’s a list of the award win- 
ners and categories: 
Jesse Hodges W4JG RARS Life Membership 
Rick Merkle KA3PSK RARS President, ’94 & ‘95 
Ed Alderman WA4PEN _ RARS President , ’69 to ‘74 
Chuck Gleason KB4MDZ Repeater Chairman 
Woody Winstead KJ4SO UHF/VHF SIG Chairman 
Marty Silver NY4H Outstanding VE 
Cyndi Wood KD4ACW__— Hamfest Chairman, 94 & ‘95 
Bob Rinn N4VQN Many Contributions to the Club 
Bill Bressler KC4UQO __ Field Day Chairman ‘95 


Charlie Brown W4VFJ = CW Training 
Doug Sweet AD4UL CW Training 
Mike Murphy WA4BPJ_ Repeater Support 
Gary Pearce KN4AQ Program Ideas 


Max Bloodworth KO4TV Donut King 

Sharon Murphy KD4ACK Beverage Queen 

Doug Sweet AD4UL President’s Award 

Pat Fix KE4FCJ Membership Services 

Jeff Wittich AC4ZO Elmering 

Ed Engebretson W4YC Red Cross/State Fair 

John Vargas W2ULO Red Cross/State Fair 

Wilbur Goss WD4RDT Best Dressed at Field Day 
Gifford Moore KC4SAM Least QSL Cards thru the Bureau 
Brent Smith KO4PY Most QSL Cards thruthe Bureau 
Doug Sweet AD4UL Golden Pretzel Award 

Many kudos to these folks for all their contribu- 
tions to the club! 

This month’s Board Meeting began the Budget 
talks. There were several groups requesting funds from 
RARS: Skywarn (KD4ISC), Sponsorship of ARRL 
Plaques (AC4ZO), Membership Services (KE4FC)J), 
W4ATC StARS (N3QYE), Packet Cluster (KE4END) 
and Packet Networking (KN4AQ). We will hammer out 
the final Budget in next months’ Board Meeting. The 
Board Meetings are always open to anyone who wishes 
to attend. 

See you next month! 
73, Cyndi KD4ACW 


President, RARS 


PACKET IN 


THE TRIANGLE: 
REVIEW AND UPDATE 


(continued from last month) 


THE DX PACKETCLUSTER 


The purpose of the DX PacketCluster has 
been well reviewed in previous Exciters. This month 
I'll go into the system a bit more. 

The computer that houses the packetcluster 
software is located at Rick KA3PSK’s house, north 
of Raleigh. There are two radios there for user 
connections. One is on 147.57 MHz, and the other 
is on 145.09 MHz. Both use the alias RDUPC, and 
the callsign W4DW. There are a variety of nodes 
you can use to relay your signal to that station if 
you’re not in range directly. 

In Apex, Will AA4NC operates the SWAN 
(AA4NC-2) node on i44.93 MHz, and in Clayton, 
KI4PL operates DXJARS (KI4PL-1; formerly 
DXCLAY) on 145.67 MHz. Both of these nodes link 
you to the packetcluster on a 440 MHz channel at 
9600 bps. 

In Durham, the DNC (WA4WTX-1) Node 
can link you to the packetcluster on 145.09. This 
node does not have a UHF link to the cluster, so you 
have that slow-down of an on-channel relay to 
contend with. You may also find that 145.09 is a 
fairly congested channel, with additional nodes in 
the Pittsboro and Greensboro areas that are used to 
reach both the packetcluster, and a BBS in the 
Winston-Salem area. 

More nodes are planned for the 
packetcluster network that will utilize VHF user 
nodes and UHF links. I believe nodes are planned 
for the Orange County area and the Wake Forest 
area. And a 9600 user node is also planned. 

The W4DW packetcluster is connected to 
other packetclusters in North Carolina and the east- 
ern part of the US. Connections to the other NC 
clusters (in Morehead City, Wilmington, Columbia, 
Charlotte and Ashville) are made on 2 meters in a 
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few cases, but mostly on other bands. 

One of the connection systems uses a 9600 bps 
network on 223.58 MHz, built by the Telephone Pio- 
neers, a club of retired telephone company employees. 
This network was funded by Southern Bell to assist 
amateurs in emergency communication. There are a 
more than a dozen nodes across the state on that channel. 

The cluster also uses some space on a state 
microwave system, also made available to enhance 
emergency communications. 


SEDAN 

The acronym SEDAN stands for SouthEast 
Digital Association of Networks, or the Southeast 
Emergency Digital Association of Networks, de- 
pending on which piece of their literature you have in 
hand. SEDAN is unique — it is dedicated to only 
keyboard-to-keyboard contacts — no BBSs, no 
packetclusters. 

Many SEDAN nodes are scattered across 
the southeast on 145.77 MHz. Unfortunately, there 
is no SEDAN node in the Raleigh area at this time. 
However, if you have a good antenna, you may be 
able to hit nodes surrounding the Triangle, in Greens- 
boro, Sanford or Seven Springs, or a particularly high 
node in Maco (near Wilmington) during band open- 
ings. SEDAN was started by Buck Rogers K4ABT, 
the packet columnist for CQ magazine and author of 
several books on packet. 

What’s the SEDAN difference? Well, most 
other packet operation is bulletin-board oriented. I 
send you a message at 10 am, and you read it at 3 pm. 
You send me a reply, which I pick up in the evening or 
the next day. But there’s no reason why we can’t 
“talk” to each other live, or what’s called keyboard- 
to-keyboard. We can even do that across a few 
hundred miles, using nodes in between to relay our 
signals, though things slow down, sometimes a lot. 
(The PacketCluster permits brief, live keyboard-to- 
keyboard chats, but long discussions are discour- 
aged.) 

Live keyboard chats are an unusual way to 
communicate, unless you’ve done a lot of RTTY 
communication. I can type about 40 mistakes per 
minute, so for me, keyboarding is faster than CW, but 
a lot slower than voice. I’m not a big fan of local 
keyboard chatting, as I glance at the mike hanging off my 
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packet rig and realize I could just pick it up and talk. But 
for long-distance communication, it’s kind of neat. And 
if you’re not in a hurry, and puttering around the 
hamshack anyway, a keyboard contact can be leisurely 
— you type a line or two, go on to something else, and 
glance back at the screen to see if a response has arrived. 
If your typing skills are in the hunt-and-peck category, 
you might be better off on the BBS. 

There are no BBSs on the SEDAN network. 
BBS traffic and SEDAN style keyboard traffic 
wouldn’t mix very well. A ham pulling information 
from a BBS causes the BBS to make frequent, rela- 
tively long transmissions that can really tie up the © 
channel. Keyboard contacts generally involve short 
bursts that can travel across nodes pretty well. Many 
SEDAN users leave their radio and TNC on 145.77 
all the time, so you can reach their TNC’s mailbox and 
leave a message. 

Today in NC, all SEDAN traffic between 
both users and nodes takes place on 145.77 MHz. 
Some of the network operators are working on a UHF 
backbone system to take the node-to-node traffic off 
the channel and free it for users. 


APRS 

I believe APRS stands for Automated Posi- 
tion Reporting System. It is a specialized use of 
packet created by WB4APR. It involves adding 
position information (longitude and latitude) to a packet 
header so that anyone receiving the packet can plot 
the location of the station sending it on a map on their 
computer screen. The location information can be 
added manually for a fixed station, or supplied by a 
GPS receiver for a station in motion. APRS software 
has maps included for your display. 

APRS has a lot of potential, and local activity 
deserves an article of its own in the Exciter (anybody 
want to write one?). 

APRS also has a problem — in most states, 
145.79 MHz has been designated as the APRS chan- 
nel (in NC, it is called a “special use” channel, and 
APRS is the primary special use). But, the interna- 
tional Amateur Radio Space community has recently 
announced that the frequency 145.80 MHz will be 
used for future “manned space” operation, includ- 
ing the MIR space station, and presumably the Space 
Shuttle. MIR has already used the channel for some 


operation. 

145.79 and 145.80 are only 10 kHz apart — to 
close for the FM voice and packet operations involved. 
Nobody’s receivers are capable of rejecting FM signals 
that close together. No solution (or new frequency for 
APRS) has been found at this time. 


TCP/IP 

Stand by while I get even farther over my 
head. Most Amateur packet in this area uses a 
protocol called AX.25. This specifies how the data in 
each packet will be arranged, including bits that say 
a packet is getting started, bits that say who it’s 
coming from and who it’s going to, bits that make up 
the actual message in the packet, and a few more bits 
that help with error checking. That’s not the only way 
to do it, though. 

Another popular way to send data is some- 
thing called TCP/IP (Terminal Control Protocol/ 
Internet Protocol) — this is the protocol that is used on 
the internet, and can be used in Amateur Radio as 
well. As I understand it, it has one major advantage, 
and one major disadvantage. 

The advantage is in it’s ability to route mes- 
sages around the network. TCP/IP does this better 
than AX.25. Everyone on the network becomes a 
node used to route and deliver messages. 

The disadvantage is that it takes a computer 
to do the routing, so, if you are going to be on a TCP/ 
IP network, things work best if you leave your com- 
puter on and the TCP/IP program running all the time. 

There is only a little TCP/IP packet in the 
Triangle, with no network connections to other areas 
— at least none that are exclusively TCP/IP. AX.25 
and TCP/IP traffic can intermingle on the same chan- 
nel, and gateway stations can transform traffic from 
one protocol to another. But the TCP/IP proponents 
in this area would really like to get better organized, 
and get a network connection to the outside world. 

There you have it — a brief (but not brief 
enough) look at packet in the Triangle area. Things 
have been slow for awhile — let’s see if we can dust 


off those TNCs and get a rebound going. 
Gary Pearce KN4AQ 


Silent Key 


As most of you know, Lew Thompson, 
KD4TRJ died this last month. Ironically, he died at the 
same time we were having our monthly club meeting. 
This was a shock to us all. Many of us had talked to 
Lew on the radio a week or two before he passed 
away. It wasn’t even a month before he had told me 
he was not going to be able to help with the Hamfest. 

Lew had been struggling with cancer for the 
past year and I was pretty convinced he was going to 
beat it. He had been attending meetings even while 
he was being treated for his cancer. He was always 
upbeat whenever I talked to him. I was sure his 
positive attitude was going to pull him through it. 

Lew had only been a ham for about 4 years 
but he had become very involved with the club. You 
could find him at almost all the public service events, 
hamfest, monthly meetings, on the air as Net control 
on the evening net. Just about everywhere you looked 
at a club event, he was there helping out. 

At this month’s Board Meeting I proposed 
that an award be given out each year during our 
March meeting recognizing a ham in the club for their 
outstanding service and dedication to the club and to 
the hobby. I proposed it be called the Lew Thompson 
Award. The Board unanimously approved the mo- 
tion. 

It’s times like these that make you reflect on 
what is important to you. It reminds you just how 
important friends and family are. 


Cyndi, KD4ACW 


The 
Scanner/Shortwave 


Listening Group Net 
meets Monday nights 


(except meeting night) 
at 9:30PM 


on the RARS Repeater, 
146.64 MHz 


RARSFEST "96 


RALEIGH HAMFEST and COMPUTER FAIR 
AND NC STATE ARRL CONVENTION 


SUNDAY, APRIL 14 


NORTH CAROLINA STATE FAIRGROUNDS 


3500 attended last year! Giant, all-indoor flea market, plus plenty of dealer and manufacturer booths, 
contests, meetings and forums, prizes, VE Exams, and the famous “Saturday Night Social.” 


Location: North Carolina State Fairgrounds, Jim Graham Building. Follow the Interstate 440 Beltline 
around Raleigh, to exit 3 - Hillsboro St., and go west one mile to the Fairgrounds. 
Talk-in directions on the 146.64 Repeater. 


Date/Time: SUNDAY, April 14, 1995, 8 am to 4 pm. 
Building opens at noon Saturday and 6 am Sunday for dealer/vendor setup. 


Admission: Pre-register: $5 (before March 29). Gate: $6. 

Flea Market: Table/2 chairs: $10; (5 or more tables: $9 each). 120 Volt AC: $10 per connection. 
Drive-In unloading/loading permitted. Bring your own extention cords and carts. 

Parking: FREE on site! 


VE Exams: Exams begin at 11 AM. Pre-registration preferred. Walk-ins accepted until 1:30 pm. All 
testing ends at 3 PM. Contact Vince AA4MY at 919-847-8512. 
Meetings: _ARRL/ARES, QCWA, Army and Navy MARS, Packet, DX. 
Special Guest Rick Palm KICE, ARRL Headquarters Field Services Manager will be present 
at the hamfest and the ARRL, ARES and NTS forums. 


— CONTESTS — 
*Mobile HF Contest: * Homebrew Contest * QLF Contest * 
Contact Rick Merkle KA3PSK for info on all contests - 919-870-8268 miracle@nando.net 
General Flea Market 
The NC State Fairgrounds hosts a permanent, general merchandise flea-market just outside the hamfest 
Market building. Admission to that flea-market is FREE! 


FOR TICKETS: For tickets, tables, etc., make checks payable to “RARSfest.” Include your name, call, 
address, and S.A.S.E !! Mail to: Rollin Ransom NF4P, 1421 Parks Village Rd., Zebulon, NC 27597 
Requests received after March 29, or without S.A.S.E. will be held at the flea-market vendor door on the west side of the building. 


CONTESTS: 
CHECK THESE OUT ... 


An easy and interesting way to participate in HF 
or DX operation is through contests. It’s always fun 
and action-packed and, even with modest equipment, 
it is fairly easy to come pretty close to working WAS 
or DXCC in a single weekend. For maximum fun, it 
is usually fairly easy to organize (or locate) a group to 
participate with. Here are a few that remain during 
the first half of 1996. 


Date Mode Name 

Mar 30-31 SSB CQ WW WPX 
May 25-26 CW CQ WW WPX 
Jun 29-30 ALL ARRL Field Day 


Brent Smith KO4PY 


What Are You Bringing 
to the 
RARSfest Social??? 


For those of you that don’t know, there is a 
tradition at the Hamfest that goes way back. It’s 
called the Social. Somewhere back in time the club 
decided it would be nice to provide the vendors, 
dealers and flea market people with food on Saturday 
night before the fest while they were setting up. It has 
grown to what I’d like to think as world famous for 
hospitality and good food! 

We feed approximately 300+ people each 
year. This can be REAL expensive if you try to cater 
it. Instead what we do is ask folks to bring a dish with 
them. It can be a salad, dessert, side dish, main dish, 
whatever you like. 

If you are planning on attending the Social, 
please contact either Pat (KE4FCJ) 773-1437 or 
Bobbie Wittich (KD4ZVW) 362-9456 to let them know 


what you are bringing. Thanks and Enjoy! 
Cyndi, 


KD4ACW 


April RARS program: 
SKYWARN TRAINING 


The program for the April meeting will be the 
annual Skywarn “Spotter” training session. It will be 
presented by George Lemmons, a Warning Coordi- 
nation Meteorologist for the National Weather 
Service’s Raleigh office. He will show the usual 
videos featuring footage of wreckage, mass destruction, 
mayhem, terror and other entertaining acts of wanton 
demolition that you’d normally have to shell out seven 
bucks or put up with Dale Earnhardt or William Shatner 
and Mentos commercials to see. 

The meeting will begin at 7 PM. That’s right, 
there is a special meeting time. Because of the length 
of the Skywarn training, the meeting will begin thirty 
minutes early, so be there in time. 

And you might want to change out of your bib 
overalls into your fancy duds before heading over to 
the meeting place (some of you city slickers may not 
understand that terminology... a training session on 
rural southern terminology will be held at a later date). 
Rumor has it that WRAL’s Greg Fischel may be 
there, and he may have a camera crew with him, so 
dress to impress; no pocket protectors, please. (Like 
I know anything about how to dress to impress.) And 
try not to poke the WRAL crew in the eye with your 
6 foot long and no corona ball HT “repeater buster” 
antenna. 

For nerds like me who are sartorially im- 
paired, there will be a special screened off area out of 
camera range. 

And as a special side benefit, you’ll learn 
how to assist the National Weather Service by be- 
coming trained in severe weather reporting. 

All in. all, an evening not to be missed! 

Directions to the meeting place are on page 2. 

Curt KD4YU 


The Regular RARS Net 
meets nightly on the 


146.64 MHz RARS 
Repeater at 8 PM 


EDUCATION 
SIG UPDATE 


Hi everyone! It’s Spring class time and we 
have a real good group! All thirteen students are 
working real hard and asking real good questions. 
(Those who have taken the class know I like that.) 
Half of them are taking code for their Technician Plus 
license, and two or three hams who are no-code techs 
are taking code in order to upgrade. 

All of the instructors have taught before, and 
they are getting real good at it. In fact, the class runs 
so smoothly that people have asked why it hasn’t been 
taped for the library. That would be fun. If anyone 
would like to start working on this project, call me — 
787-1111. 


Lynn — KO4QH 


MAPS 


Pete, N4ZR, tells me of a source of azi- 
muthal-equidistant maps that may be of interest to 
DXers. The Geography and Mapping Division of the 
U.S. Library of Congress (+1 202-707-6277) has a 
series of 3' x 3' (roughly 90 cm square) maps of this 
type published in the early 1960s by the U.S. Navy, 
centered on various locations in the United States and 
abroad. The library 

can make a full-size black and white copy for 
walk-in customers for $6, “while you wait.” Mail-in 
customers may require shipping and handling charges. 

Should you want to call in and determine 
whether there’s a map there to meet your needs, or 
to find out about shipping, mention call number 
G.3202.B72, which is the common call number for all 
of the maps in this series. 


73, Jeff AC4ZO 


Congratulations 
to all 


RARS Award Winners! 


Thanks, and keep up the good work! 


March VHF/UHF 
SIG Meeting 


David N4YTO, our freshly-minted president, 
presided over the March SIG meeting at WA4MJF 
with half a dozen members in attendance. 

Treasurer Glenn WA4LHE reported an ac- 
count balance of $220 and, in the ebb phase of the 
annual renewal cycle, nine members. RARS Hamfest 
ticket sales are rolling along... buy early, buy often for 
a better chance at those prizes! 

In lieu of a formal Repeater Report, Gary 
KN4AQ mentioned that Danny KM4OX is working 
on the new 146.64 repeater and expects to finish 
some time after the Hamfest. With all fingers crossed, 
the current machinery may live until then! He also 
described efforts to get packet representation on the 
SERA board, as well as ATV coordination for the 
new in-band UHF ATV repeater in Durham. 

Know of a cable TV company with leftover 
hardline? If so, contact Ronnie WA4MIJF to arrange 
a donation. The new 444.95 repeater, likeiy near 
Lake Wheeler, will have an antenna ‘way up on the 
tower and fat hardline makes all the difference. 

Plans continue apace for the June ARRL 
VHF QSO party and the foxhunting presentation at 
the May RARS meeting. WA4LHE may, once again, 
convert his aluminum ladder into a magic VHF/UHF 
antenna platform. 

The meeting adjourned promptly when 
Sherry KB4EXL mentioned cake in the kitchen. Sev- 
eral members took repeated quality-control samples 
before awarding the Six-Sigma certificate. 

The restaurant venue for the April SIG meet- 
ing will be in east Raleigh, definitely on 10 April, the 
second Wednesday. Contact Dave N4YTO at 773- 


1437 for directions and details. 
Ed Nisley, KE4ZNU 
Secretary 


BRING A FRIEND 


TO RARSFEST! 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


RARS Board Meeting 
February 20, 1996 


The monthly Board meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held at the Forest Hills 
Baptist Church on February 20. The meeting was 
called to order by KC4UQN at 7:21p . Members 
present were: WA4BPJ, KE4FCJ, K4HF, WA4PEN, 
KO4QH, KD4RAA, AD4UL, KC4UQN, and 
AC4ZO. 

On motion by AD4UL, seconded by 
KE4FCJ, the January minutes were approved. 

WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report, and 
said that RARS membership is 358. 

KC4UQN gave the VP report, and said that 
the March meeting will be the annual RARS birthday 
party and awards ceremony. VE testing will be 
available at the March meeting, due to the cancella- 
tion of testing in February because of the weather. 
The program for the April meeting will be Skywam 
Spotter Training. 

KD4RAA reported on the FM Committee. 
He said that a Control Operator meeting was held in 
January, and that five new control operators came 
on-board. The primary purpose of the meeting was 
training, and the training was done by KN4AQ. Danny 
reported that a site has been secured for the 444.95 
UHF repeater. The site is located south of Raleigh on 
Lake Wheeler Road, on a tower owned by WA4WTX. 
And lastly, Danny once again asked for all persons 
having RARS repeater related equipment to provide 
him with a list of such equipment. At this point, Mike, 
WA4BPJ, gave a description of the work he did on the 
146.64 repeater in January. 


KE4FCJ reported on the progress of the 
Awards Committee. She said everything is progress- 
ing well, and they are right on schedule. 

KC4UQN gave the Hamfest Committee 
report. He said that we are in need of a ticket sales 
chairman. Our best wishes are with Lew. 

Under new business, WA4BPJ announced 
that the 1996-1997 budget talks beginning next month. 
It was noted that people requesting funding from 
RARS for various projects need to prepare their 
proposals, and bring them to the March Board meet- 
ing. 

KC4UQN addressed the policies associated 
with the RARS Hot Line. 

AD4UL announced that there are 11 public 
service events scheduled so far. Many volunteers 
will be needed. 

K4HF announced that our ARRL Special 
Service Club status is up for renewal. It was noted 
that on this years application, Headquarters is asking 
for quantitative information on the amount of Public 
Service work we do. 

On motion by WA4PEN, seconded by 


WA4BPJ, the meeting adjourned at 9:52p. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 


Regular RARS Meeting 


March 5, 1996 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society was held on March 5, 1996 at the Forest 
Hills Baptist Church on Clark Avenue. This meeting 
commemorated RARS 27th year, and took the form 
of an ice cream social. The meeting was called to 
order at 7:34p by Cyndi KD4ACW, and was attended 
by 123 members and 4 guests. 

The Bylaws of the Society, provides for a 
Special Life Membership to be conferred upon a 
member who has demonstrated exemplary charac- 
ter, or loyalty and longevity to the Society. A motion 
was made by Jim, KD4OWA to award a Special Life 
Membership to Jesse Hodges, W4JG. The motion 
was seconded by Frank, KA2FWC, and passed by 
acclimation of the membership. 


Mike WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report, 
and said that RARS membership is 358. 

The following announcements were made: 

KD4ACW - An exam session is in progress 
in another room. See Vince AA4MY to register. 

N4BYO - The Spring Novice/Tech class has 
started on schedule. 

KD4ACW - The DFMA (Durham) has sent 
am invitation inviting our members to their meeting on 
March 12 at the Morehead Planetarium in Chapel 
Hill. It will be an entertaining and informative pro- 
gram linking the hobbies of amateur radio and as- 
tronomy. Start time is 6:10p. Cost is $2.50 for children 
and $3.50 for adults. 

KD4ISC - Raleigh area Skywam EC - This is 
Severe Weather Awareness Week. A drill is planned 
for tomorrow at morning. Also, a Skywarn net 
control meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 16 March 
at 1:00p. The meeting will be held at the NWS office. 
And lastly, the program for the April meeting will be 
Skywarn Spotter Training, with George Lemons of 
the NWS. There will be a special start time of 7:00pm 
for this meeting. 

KD4ACW - The RARS Hot Line provides up 
to date recorded information about the goings on of 
the club. The number is 686-8871. 

KD4ACW - The RARS library is displayed in 
the back of the room, and items are available for 
checkout. See Bobbie, KD4ZVW, to check out books, 
audio, or video tapes. 

KD4ACW - The March Board meeting will 
be March 19, at the church. This meeting starts the 
budget talks for the 1996-97 fiscal year. Members 
requiring funding from RARS for their projects were 
asked to have their requests ready to submit at this 
meeting. As always, all members are invited to the 
Board meetings. 

KD4ACW - Hamfest tickets are for sale at 
the sign-in table. Also, a sign-up book is being passed 
around for volunteers for the hamfest. About 250 two 
hour shifts need to be filled. 

KD4FCJ - Another sign-up sheet is being 
circulated, this for food for the hamfest Social. 

KC4SAM - Gifford introduced a special 
guest: Jean Combes, FICTC. 

KM4BU - Needs musicians for the RARS All 
Ham Band, which will be performing at the hamfest 


Tas 


This ending the announcements, Cyndi 
thanked the awards committee which included 
KD40OKP, KE4FCJ, and KD4ZVW for organizing 
the ceremony which followed. 

The following awards were presented: 


WA4PEN - Plaque for Outstanding service as 
President - 1969-1974. 

KA3PSK - Plaque for Outstanding service as 
President - 1994-1995. 

Board Members - KA3PSK, KC4UQN, 
AC4ZO, WA4BPJ, KM4BU, WA4PEN, KN4AQ, 
KB4MDZ, KD4ACW, KC4UQO, KD4YU, 
KO4QH, K4HF, and AA4MY were recognized for 
their service to the society. 

KJ4SO - Certificate for serving as Chairman of 
the VHF/UHF SIG. 

VE Team - Recognized for their service. 

NY4H - Certificate for her many contribution to 
the Society. 

W4JG - Special Life Membership. 

KD4ACW - Certificate for serving as Hamfest 
Chair. 

Hamfest committee chairs - WA4MIJF, 
N4VQN, AC4ZO, KM4BU, K4HF, KA3PSK, 
K4BWC, KD4OKR, KE4IZZ, KO4TV, K4SAN, 
N4YTO, KE4IXL, AD4UL, NF4P, KC4UQN, 
KJ4SO, and KB4RZ were recognized for their ser- 
vice. 

N4VQN - Certificate for his many services to 
the Society. 

Training team - KO4QH, N4BYO, KA3PSK, 
AB4EL, WA4BPJ, KE4ZNU, KD4YU, N4VQN, 
WA4GIR, AC4ZO, and KN4AQ were recognized 
for their service. 

The following “Hammies” were awarded: 

AD4UL - CW instructor. 

W4VFJ - CW instructor. 

WA4BPJ - Repeater Maintenance. 


KN4AQ - Quantity and Quality of video pro- 
grams for RARS. 
KO4TV - Donut provider 


KD4ACK - Drink provider 

AD4UL -_ Received the Presidents Award: 
His own yellow vest, retired, and with his call sign 
on it. 


KE4FCJ - Membership Services Chair. 


JOE ADLES 
Realtor® 
Residential Division 


¥ PROPERTIES, INC. 


RELO. 
ae 


919/846-7100 Office 
919/790-5722 Home 
800/JOE-SELL Toll Free 
919/676-8448 Fax 
800/967-3010 USA 


8312 Creedmoor Road 
Raleigh, NC 27613 


JOHN P. SWAIN, JR., D.D.S. 


225 Bryan Building 
Cameron Village 
Raleigh, NC 27605 


(919) 833-3826 


AC4ZO - Ham recruiting and Elmering. 
W2ULO - Support at the NC State Fair. 
W4YC - Support at the NC State Fair. 


WD4RDT - Field Day Fashion Coordinator. 

AD4PY - Most cards to the QSL bureau. 

KC4SAM - Least cards to the QSL bureau. 

KE4NGM - Best female vocalist on RARS re- 
peaters. 

AD4UL - Received the Golden Pretzel 
award for pain & suffering endured to work a public 
service event. 

KO4QH and 

AB4OZ - Received an anonymous prize for 
their contribution to the Society. 


This completing the awards ceremony, the 
President once again thanked the Awards Commit- 
tee and the door prizes were drawn. 

Door prizes went to: WD4KSE, KD4LLV, 
WD4RDT, and WB4ZSM. 

On motion by KN4AQ, the meeting ad- 


journed at 8:45p. 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 


N4IQA 
Robert P. BuehImann 


Historian and Collector 
of 


Antique Radios, Artifacts & Documentation 
Commercial, Amateur and Military 


1314 Chaney Rd 
Raleigh, NC 27606 


5/95 


(919) 851-5169 


Yet another month 
has passed and you 
haven't availed yourself 
of the many benefits 


of advertising in the EXCITER. 
See page 2 for details so 
you can correct this oversight. 


PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS 


continued from page I 


May 19 MS Society Spring Fling Bike Ride, Morrisville 
May 31 Special Olympics, NCSU Campus 
June 1,2 Special Olympics, NCSU Campus 
June | Crohns&Colitis Foundation Walk, 


RTP (Glaxo) 
Sept 21,22 MS Society 150 Bike Ride, Greenville, NC 
Oct 12 Dorthea Dix Hospital, Dix Hill Run 
Oct 6 American Diabetes Walk, Umstead Park 
Oct 18-27 American Red Cross, State Fair 


You do not have to be a member of RARS to 
help. All you need is an HT, mag mount antenna and 
Cigarette lighter adapter(in case you have to go mo- 
bile), and the desire to have fun (we really do have a 
good time). 

Please contact me on the .64 Repeater or call 
me at home at 481-1102 if you can help us out or if you 
have any questions. 

THANKS and 73, 
Doug Sweet AD4UL 
Public Service Di 
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Calendar of Events: April 1996 


% 


Apr. 2: Regular RARS meeting; Forest Hills Baptist Ch, 7PM-special meeting ne 


SKYWARN TRAINING, see page 7 for details, 


Apr. 10: RARS VHF/UHF SIG meeting, info, Woody, KJ4SO, 848-1844 
Apr. 11: Information Highway User Group, info, Russ Lyday, 782-8703 


Apr. 14 ---24th ANNUAL RARSfest --- 


Hamfest, Computer Fair and all round good time, details pages 1, 6, 7 
Apr. 15: Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG, info, Curt KD4YU, 772-0207 
Apr. 16: RARS Advisory Board meeting, 7PM, Forest Hills Baptist Church, 

All RARS members welcome. WARNING! WARNING! Budget meeting. 
Apr. 20: Gastonia Hamfest, Karyae Park, Gastonia, NC, info, Alan AB4OZ, 787-1111 
Apr. 21: Roanoke Hamfest, Salem Civic Center, Roanoke, Va, info, Alan AB4OZ, 787-1111 
Apr. 26: RARS Crystals Dinner meeting, info, Liz, KO4CK, 387-9152 } 

CONTESTS LISTED ON PAGE 7. . 
send additions, changes and corrections to the Editor as listed on page 2 
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